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JAMES DOUGLAS:  

FATHER OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

by Julie H. Ferguson 

Foreword by Stephen Hume 

Written especially for 15-18 year olds, this is a story of high adventure set in pre-

Confederation Canada. James Douglas’s biography weaves through the heart of 

Canadian and Pacific Northwest history when BC was a wild land, Vancouver did not 

exist, and Victoria was a muddy village. 

Part-Black and illegitimate, 15 year-old James Douglas sailed alone from Scotland to join the fur trade. As a 

lowly clerk, he endured isolation as he learned the business on the extreme edges of the frontier. With roads 

non-existent, Douglas travelled thousands of miles each year using the rivers and lakes as his highways. He 

paddled canoes, drove dogsleds, rode horses, and snowshoed to his destinations.  

Later he became a hard-nosed fur trader, married a part-Cree wife, was accused of murder, and nearly 

provoked a war over the San Juan Islands. When he was in his prime, he established Victoria and secured 

the western region of British North America against land grabs by the 

Russian Empire to the north and the expansionist Americans to the south. 

Douglas stickhandled the frenzied Fraser and Cariboo gold rushes and had 

the first roads carved into the Interior. He nagged the British government to 

establish the Colonies of Vancouver Island and British Columbia and 

became governor of both. Douglas's vision laid the foundation for Canada’s 

Pacific province over 150 years ago. 

Discover how the Father of BC, a self-made man of talent and determination, achieved the legacy we 

celebrate in this fast-paced book that reads like fiction.  

ISBN:    978-1554884094  (Illustrated, chronology, , bibliography, index, 240 pages) 

PRICE:  Cdn$19.99 or less (paperback); Cdn$9.59 (electronic versions) 

Teachers’ Resource Guide available at http://dundurn.com/books/james_douglas  

Orders: UTP Distribution 1-800-565-9523  
 

PUBLISHER:  The Dundurn Group, #500-3 Church Street, Toronto, ON, M5E 1M2 
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